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LEG REG REVIEW   

2025, 10th Issue, May 25, 2025 
 

LEG REG REVIEW is a periodic newsletter produced by Vince Phillips who retired from active lobbying after 31 years of 

advocacy in Harrisburg.  It contains news on the legislative and regulatory scene in Pennsylvania that may be of interest 

to the Insurance and Business Communities. Annual subscriptions are $100 and information may be obtained by 

contacting PHILLIPS ASSOCIATES at 717/728-1217 or e-mail to xenobun@aol.com.  

 

ELECTION RECAP 

On Tuesday May 20, Pennsylvanians voted in primary contests for local and county offices, school board directors, and 

judicial races.  Following is a list of races and outcomes for candidates having either present or past service in the General 

Assembly,  Please note that primary winners must also be elected in the November general election.  This includes 

winners of special elections chosen to fill out terms of legislators who resigned or died in the current session.  Also, 

incumbent legislators who will have won primary and general races will stay in office until the start of the term for the 

new offices to which they were elected. 

 

Legislator/Party/County  New Position 

Rep. Dan Miller (D-Allegheny) won a Democratic nomination for Allegheny County Judge of Common Pleas with 

7.76% of that primary vote (80,231 votes).  That placed him with the second-highest rank in the crowded 21-person 

contest.  Miller cross-filed and scored in the Republican primary where he finished fifth out of six candidates with 24,189 

votes (14.5%).    

 

Rep. Torren Ecker (R-Adams) handily won his contest for Judge Court of Common Pleas with 60.4% (5,376 votes) 

in the Republican primary.  His GOP primary opponent was cross-filed in the Democratic primary so he will again be 

Ecker’s opponent in the fall. 

 

Rep. Josh Siegel (D-Lehigh) was unopposed in the Lehigh County Democratic primary for County Executive.  

There will likely be Republican opposition in the fall. 

 

Former Rep. Larry Farnese (D-Phila.) finished third in a ten-way Democratic primary race for Philadelphia Court 

of Common Pleas, receiving 85,922 votes (10.76% of the total). 

 

Former Rep. and incumbent Pittsburgh Mayor Ed Gainey (D-Allegheny) lost his re-election bid to Corey O’Conner, 

son of a former Mayor.  O’Conner took 52.66% of the vote 31,254 to 27,907. 

 

Following is a link to the PA Department of State with some of the election results: 

https://www.electionreturns.pa.gov/Home/OfficeResults?officeId=15&ElectionID=111&ElectionType=P&IsActive=1.  

 

For county-specific races such as for municipality or township or county row offices, please contact: 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/vote/contact-us/contact-your-election-officials.html.  

 

UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 

Both House and Senate reconvene in Harrisburg on June 2.  This begins a heightened emphasis on approval for the Fiscal 

Year 2025-26 State Budget which has a June 30 deadline for legislative action.  While the current list of legislative 

activities is pretty small, expect intensive legislative activity since both House and Senate will be in session throughout 

June.  While top-level negotiations are going on, this is an opportunity for the General Assembly to take care of a 

legislative backlog and to advance particular public policy legislative goals.  NOTE:  Later in the month, the pace will 

accelerate even more with smaller bills amended into omnibus bills that could be finally voted on before the summer 

recess.   

 

As of Sunday, May 25: 

- The House calendar has one insurance bill on second consideration (A vote can be taken on the bill when it is 

considered on three days – third consideration).  The bill is House Bill 1140 (Kreuger-D-Delaware) which would 

guarantee no co-pay access to FDA-approved contraceptive drugs, devices, emergency drugs, and over the 

counter contraceptive products.  The bill also mandates coverage for both male and female sterilization. 
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- The Senate calendar has one piece of insurance-related legislation on its calendar.  Senate Resolution 27 (Brown-

R-Lackawanna/Monroe/Wayne) would direct the Legislative Budget & Finance Committee to do a study 

regarding a possible no-fault catastrophic fund to cover birth-related neurological injuries in PA. 

- Neither the House Insurance Committee nor the Senate Banking & Insurance Committee have scheduled 

meetings. 

 

PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

• On May 13, the House voted 102-101 along party lines to establish a state-run retirement plan called Keystone 

Saves Program for firms with five or more employees who do not have a tax-qualified retirement plan.  House 

Bill 1263 (Mullins-D-Lackawanna) would establish mandatory participation for employers not having a 

retirement plan for their employees.  It automatically enrolls employees into a state-run retirement plan and a 

paycheck withholding premium monies.  Status:  HB 1263 was referred to the Senate Finance Committee. 

• House Bill 1200 (Krajewski-D-Phila.) would legalize marijuana (cannabis) sales and recreational use.  The 102-

101 House vote was along party lines with Democrats voting yes.  Status:  HB 1200 was rejected by the Senate 

Law & Justice Committee on May 13 by a vote of 3-7.  NOTE:  This disapproval puts a major funding source in 

Governor Josh Shapiro’s proposed FY 2025-26 State Budget at risk.  This will doubtless be a negotiating item as 

Democrats try to resuscitate HB 1200 through the Budget or a Fiscal Code bill. 

• House Bill 1117 (Rivera-D-Lancaster) changes the term ‘drug and alcohol abuse and dependence problem’ to 

‘substance abuse’.  NOTE: Although HB 1117 does NOT mention insurance coverage or a mandate specifically, 

it does add language stating that treatment support services under this bill includes services provided to those 

with intellectual disabilities and those with autism diagnoses.  The bill also says that priority is given to 

“developing substance use disorder treatment services.”  Status: Passed the House and now in the Senate Health 

& Human Services Committee. 

• Tabled in House after receiving first consideration are: House Bill 1088 (Steele-D-Allegheny) would require 

insurance coverage for blood pressure monitors (home use) as a pregnancy-related service; House Bill 1233 

(Siegel-D-Lehigh) seeks to reduce lithium battery fires; House Bill 1282 (T. Davis-D-Bucks) would require 

municipality and county notifications to affected property owners where the National Flood Insurance Program 

issued information concerning changes in Flood Zones. 

• Senate Bill 349 (Yaw-R-Lycoming) would require bonds providing for solar energy generation facilities 

decommissioning.  Status:  Passed the Senate and is now in the House Environment & Natural Resources 

Protection Committee. 

 

SHAPIRO ADMINISTRATION LAUNCHES HEALTH INSURANCE SURVEY FOR WOMEN 

On May 21, the Pennsylvania Insurance Department (PID),  the Department of Health (DOH), the Department of 

Human Services (DHS), and the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) joined to launch a 

new survey that the Shapiro Administration will use to identify challenges and questions women have about 

their health insurance benefits, and to remind Pennsylvania women during Women’s Health Month about the 

importance of access to the preventive health services that are available to them at no cost through their 

insurance.  The survey closes July 7. 

 

DISTRACTED DRIVING LAW TAKES EFFECT JUNE 5 

Senate Bill 37 (Brown-R- Lackawanna/Monroe/Wayne) was signed into law as Act 18 of 2024 with an effective 

date of June 5, 2025.  It makes driver use of a hand-held electronic device illegal with some exceptions and 

seeks to reduce the number of traffic accidents due to distractive driving.  The 2023 annual PennDOT Crash 

Facts & Statistics stated that in 2023, there were 9,011 crashes due to distracted driving resulting in 55 fatal 

crashes.  Link:  https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-

pagov/en/penndot/documents/travelinpa/safety/documents/2023_cfb_linked.pdf (Page 25). 

 

PennDOT issued a fact sheet explaining the law’s requirements and penalties: 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/penndot/traveling-in-pa/safety/traffic-safety-driver-topics/distracted-

driving.html?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=https%3a%2f%2fwww.pa.gov%2fagencie

s%2fpenndot%2ftraveling-in-pa%2fsafety%2ftraffic-safety-driver-topics%2fdistracted-

driving.html&utm_campaign.  
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