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LEG REG REVIEW is a periodic newsletter produced by Vince Phillips who retired from active lobbying after 31 years of
advocacy in Harrisburg. It contains news on the legislative and regulatory scene in Pennsylvania that may be of interest
to the Insurance and Business Communities. Annual subscriptions are $100 and information may be obtained by
contacting PHILLIPS ASSOCIATES at 717/728-1217 or e-mail to xenobun@aol.com.

The PA Senate returns to Harrisburg on May 5. The PA House returns this week.

HOUSE VOTES TO EXPAND WORKERS COMPENSATION

On April 7, the PA House voted 118-85 for House Bill 183 (Dawkins-D-Phila.) which expands the scope of
“serious and permanent disfigurement,” previously limited to the head, neck, or face, to include the entire body.
Additionally, for the same injury, the corresponding maximum duration of Workers Compensation benefits is
increased from 275 weeks to 400 weeks. The bill also specifies that a claimant is not precluded from
simultaneously collecting both a total or partial disability benefit and a disfigurement benefit. Status: HB 183
was referred to the Senate Labor & Industry Committee on April 9.

FIRST RESPONDER DEFINITION EXPANDED

Passing the PA House 203-0 on April 8 was House Bill 453 (Benham-D-Allegheny). It replaces the term ‘911 dispatcher’
to ‘telecommunicator’ which is defined as follows: “(1) An individual employed by a public safety answering point
or PSAP, as defined in section 5302 (relating to definitions), whose primary responsibility is to receive,
process, transmit or dispatch emergency and nonemergency calls for emergency medical, fire and rescue, law
enforcement or other public safety services via telephone, radio or other communication device. (2) The term
includes a call taker, emergency dispatcher and supervisor.” NOTE: HB 453 does not explicitly include
telecommunicators as eligible for Workers Compensation benefits for stress or trauma. Status: Referred to
Senate Veterans & Emergency Preparedness Committee on April 9.

Rep. Benham’s sponsorship memo provides this rationale:

This bill creates a universal definition for our dispatchers and codifies what emergency responders already know, that
dispatchers are first responders. Correcting this shortcoming is a positive step forward to ensuring that these dedicated
professionals are properly identified and recognized for their critical work.

A related item was adopted by the House 199-4 on April 9. House Resolution 180 (Green-D-Phila.) recognizes the week
of April 13-19, 2025 as ‘Public Safety Telecommunicators Week.’

CHILD CARE CARBON MONOXIDE MANDATE PASSES HOUSE

On April 9, the PA House voted 176-27 to pass House Bill 156 (McNeill-D-Lehigh). This legislation requires child care
centers and family child care homes to install a carbon monoxide alarm within 15 feet of a fossil-fuel-burning heater or
appliance, fireplace or attached garage. NOTE: The bill was amended to change the term ‘child care centers’ to
‘children’s institutions.” Also, the original text used the words ‘vicinity of” instead of the 15-foot requirement in the latest
Printer’s Number 1302. Status: Referred to Senate Health & Human Services Committee on April 14.

The Senate companion to HB 156 is Senate Bill 256 (Fontana-D-Allegheny) which sailed through the Senate Health &
Human Services Committee 13-0 on April 1. SB 256 is currently in the Senate Appropriations Committee.

ON THE HOUSE CALENDAR
There are two items on the House calendar with possible insurance implications. Both are under second consideration.
This means that they need one more legislative session day before the House can vote on the bills.

e House Bill 615 (Khan-D-Phila.) would provide limited liability protection for donors of food past
recommended use by label codes. Although providing immunity, HB 615 assumes that the donor has a
reasonable expectation that the donated food is fit for human consumption. Further, the bill explicitly says
that this immunity in no way interferes with regulators’ authority to determine food consumption safety.
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e House Bill 881 (Conklin-D-Centre) amends the Money Transmission Business Licensing Act to add virtual
currency as regulated under this law. NOTE: On March 24, the Senate passed similar Senate Bill 202
(Gebhard-R-Lebanon) and it was reported by the House Commerce Committee on April 8. This bill requires
licensing and regulation and authorizes fees if/when firms transmit virtual currency.

UPCOMING COMMITTEE WORK
On April 23, the House Insurance Committee will convene a meeting to discuss infertility in Pennsylvania. Concerns
about health insurance coverage may be included.

On April 22, the House Transportation Committee plans to vote on House Bill 960 (Hill-Evans-D-York). This
would create a pathway for some truck drivers with lifetime Commercial Drivers License (CDL)
disqualifications to seek reinstatement. Also on the agenda is House Resolution 196 (Neilson-D-Phila.) which
recognizes April 2025 as ‘Distracted Driving Awareness Month’.

INSURANCE COMMITTEE MOVES MANDATED BENEFIT BILL
By a 26-0 vote on April 8, the House Insurance Committee reported out House Bill 433 (Curry-D-Delaware) enhancing
health insurance coverage for mammograms by:

Including mandated coverage for “all costs associated with a mammogram every year for individuals 40 years of
age or older” and mammograms based on a physician’s recommendation for individuals under the age of 40.
NOTE: The change deleted the word ‘women’ and it was replaced with the word ‘individuals.’

Expanding minimum coverage to also “include all costs associated with supplemental breast screenings because
the individual is believed to be at an increased risk of breast cancer.” NOTE: Change eliminated the current
limit of one exam per year and replaced the word ‘woman’ with the word ‘individual’.

Defining “all costs’ as “all deductibles, coinsurance, copayments or similar out of pocket expenses paid...by the
individual receiving a service.”

Defining ‘diagnostic breast examination’ as “a medically necessary and clinically appropriate examination of the
breast using diagnostic mammography, either standard or abbreviated breast magnetic resonance imaging or
breast ultrasound when there is an abnormality seen or suspected. ”

OTHER RELEVANT COMMITTEE ACTIONS

The House Health Committee April 9 unanimously voted to report House Bill 69 (Cutler-R-Lancaster). It
updates the 2008 Cancer Drug Repository law providing very costly cancer treatment drugs to the needy. These
unused drugs are donated by health care facilities, hospitals, and doctors’ offices to the Repository via a
pharmacy. HB 69 would expand the Repository to include other high -priced drugs. An amendment was adopted
to limit immunity to those drug donors if “damages result from the gross negligence, recklessness or intentional
misconduct” (or) “if the donor has, or should have, actual or constructive knowledge that the prescription drugs
are tainted, contaminated or harmful to the health or well-being of patients participating in the program.”

On April 9, the House Finance Committee voted 26-0 to report House Resolution 120 (Hill-Evans-D-York) to
recognize April 2025 as ‘Financial Literacy Month’.  NOTE: Although HR 120 cites “the importance of
financial literacy and to encourage individuals to learn techniques that promote financial well-being”, there is no
specific reference to insurance literacy.

By a partisan 14-12 vote with Republicans saying ‘no’, the House Labor & Industry Committee voted out House
Bill 721 (Donahue-D-Lackawanna). The bill strengthens the Construction Misclassification Act, particularly
regarding Attorney General oversight and penalties. NOTE: A GOP committee amendment to repeal the
Construction Misclassification Act failed by a 12-14 vote with Democrats saying ‘no’. Because of the numbers of
provisions, please refer to the text:
https://www.legis.state.pa.ussfCEDOCS/Legis/PN/Public/btCheck.ctim?txtType=PDF&sessY r=2025&sessIn
d=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&bilINbr=0721&pn=1330.

By a partisan 14-12 vote with Republicans saying ‘no’, the House State Government Committee reported out
House Bill 707 (Mayes-D-Allegheny), the Freedom to Breastfeed Act, to provided detailed access for ‘nursing
parents’ at a Commonwealth-owned building in which the public comes to obtain state government services.
Although already required by the Affordable Care Act, HB 707 is especially detailed. NOTE: The word ‘women’
was replaced with ‘nursing parents.’
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